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Your village magazine….only available on-line. 
Articles and photos of local interest welcomed. 
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Editor’s Notes……….. 

Some serious thought has to be given to the future of 
the News during the Christmas break. As you know our 
printers are not working due to Covid and the News is 
only on-line. We have to ask ourselves whether this is 
something that will continue for the future.  

In the past, criticism of the News has been two-fold. 
Firstly, the quality of the print. Whilst I could say the 
finished product relies heavily on the quality of the arti-
cle presented I agree that things could be improved – 
but at a cost. Our printers work for free, all we pay for 
is photocopying and materials. 

Secondly, the number of advertisers as a percentage of 
overall content. Well, it’s the advertisers that are the 
main source of income – without them there’s no print-
ed News. And if we stay on-line the advertisers aren’t 
getting their message into 500 letter boxes. Which 
means less adverts and less income. 

Looking at the non-advertising content there are some 
regular articles and announcements such as Church 
news, LWCA events, local clubs and activities and Parish 
Council meetings. All these are happily promoted on 
the internet. Isn’t on-line enough… do we need the 
printed word? 
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And that brings us to how to take advantage of 
the internet. It doesn’t have to be the News as 
we know it. Interested parties could simply use 
Long Whatton Facebook which is open to every-
one and is being used as you read this.  

If there are events special to the village such as 
the Village Show then additional publicity is 
gained by posters on lamp-posts and I’m sure the 
shop would welcome the opportunity to display 
promotions in their window. It all boils down to 
finding the right medium. Don’t think of this as 
the demise of the News…simply an adjustment to 
it’s method of presentation and an opportunity 
for everyone to put in their two pennyworth. 

Your views are welcome. 

Robert Ellis. 

 

Season’s Greetings….. 
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